Judaism Notes
Origin
[bookmark: _GoBack]Judaism began around 1800 BCE in Mesopotamia, when Abraham made a pact with God saying that if he obeyed God, God would make him the Father of Israel. God promised Abraham the land of Canaan. Judaism is monotheistic. 
Holy Book
The Tanakh which is all of the Jewish writings compiled together. The Torah (Old Testament) First 5 books of the Tanakh tells the story of Genesis and Exodus, which recount the beginning of the world and the creation of the Ten Commandments.  The Talmud is a collection of writings from rabbis that interpret and explain the Torah.
Torah + Talmud = Tanakh
Notable People
Abraham- Father of Judaism.  Moses- Egyptian prince who lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  Received the Ten Commandments from God atop Mt. Sinai. Jesus- Jewish carpenter whose teachings inspired the Christian religion. 
Jewish Diaspora – scattering of people
Throughout their history the Jewish people have been scattered throughout the globe mainly in Europe and Asia. 
Jerusalem 
Holy city for Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Currently the capital of Israel. 
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