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A religion is an organized system of beliefs and practices, often World population: oo blllien 208 et
centered on one or more gods. In this book, you have learned about
many different religions and their impact on the world. Religions
have guided people’s beliefs and actions for thousands of years. They
have brought people together. But they have also torn them apart.
Religions are powerful forces today as well. They affect : 0.2% Judaism &
everything from what people wear to how they behave. There are 5.9% Buddhism ——
thousands of religions in the world. In the following pages, you will
learn about five major religions: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism,
[slam, and Judaism. You will also learn about Confucianism, an
ethical system. Like a religion, an ethical system provides guidance
on how to live your life. However, unlike religions, ethical systems
do not center on the worship of gods. The chart on the
opposite page shows what percentages of the world
population practice the five major religions.
The map shows where these religions are
predominant or where they are
practiced by significant numbers.

11.9% Nonreligious

Source: Encyclopedia Britannica Aimanac, 2006
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