The Effects of the Crusades
1     The crusaders went to Jerusalem with one main goal in mind -- to take control of the Holy Land back from the Muslims. Despite many attempts, this goal was never reached. Small Christian states were established for a time in and around Jerusalem, but they soon returned to Muslim control.
 
2     There was another loss for the crusaders too. The eastern Christian empire, known as the Byzantine Empire, fell into the hands of the Turks after the end of the Crusades. On the other hand, the Muslims suffered thousands of casualties.  Not just soldiers were killed by the crusaders, but also civilians.  Whole towns and cities were wiped off the map.  In spite of the horror of two hundred years of invasions the crusades did have a positive consequence for the Muslim world; it inspired many separate Muslim kingdoms to band together with a new found sense of unity in the face of a common enemy.
 
3     Despite major military losses for the Europeans, the crusades also had many positive results.
 
4     The necessity of carrying on long military campaigns in a distant land brought about some of the changes. For example, armies found ways to build better ships and to make better maps. The use of heraldry to identify warriors developed during the crusades. Businessmen developed more modern banking methods to finance these large military enterprises. New tools, some of them discovered in the East, like the magnetic compass came into use for the first time in Europe.
 
5     Crusaders returning from Jerusalem brought back goods that stirred up an interest in trade with the Middle East. Europeans once again wanted to buy and trade for items like spices and fabrics. Business between Europe and the Middle East increased. The demand for spices like pepper, cinnamon, ginger, and saffron grew. Fine silks and jewelry from the Middle East were in demand. Glass and mirrors became popular items.
 
6     Medieval cities prospered from the renewed trade with the Middle East. Cities on the Mediterranean Sea especially, including Venice, Genoa, and Pisa, prospered. Some of these seafaring cities had had ties to the Middle East many years before, but with the renewed interest in Middle Eastern trade, they grew more prosperous than ever.
 
7     The crusaders brought back more than just material goods. They brought back knowledge and ideas. They brought back the idea of a university, where higher learning would be made available. This was a huge change for Medieval Europe, where higher education had largely been confined to monasteries for years.
 
8     The crusaders brought back algebra. They brought back advances in medicine and scientific discoveries. They brought back new forms of art, dance, and music. They even brought back the game of chess, which was later turned into a Medieval European-style game with the naming of the chess pieces after medieval characters like bishops and knights.
 
9     Overall, the contact between Europe and the Middle East enriched the culture of Medieval Europe in many ways.
 
10     In the end, the Crusades opened up the world to the people of the Middle Ages. Medieval knights, serfs, and merchants who had formerly thought of the Muslim world only as a mysterious far-away place were now enjoying products from the Middle East and learning new ideas from the Middle East. They were becoming citizens of a larger world.
 
11     Soon, European countries would turn their attention away from the Middle East, and, instead, look west - far west - as explorers like Marco Polo and Christopher Columbus led Europe on its newest quest.

